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Where do you start?...

Galactic Journey - by Malcolm Tibbetts

Or This!!

Not with this!

Deception on the Cocobolo ïby Malcolm Tibbets



Start with a good book or Video

1. ñWoodturning with Ray Allenò

Â By Dale Nish

2. ñThe Art of Segmented Woodturningò

Â By Malcolm Tibbetts

3. 3 DVD set ïMalcolm Tibbetts

Â Volume 1 is a great way to start

Â Available only at www.tahoeturner.com

4. Check out the website for the segmenting chapter of 
the AAW.  

Â www.segmentedwoodturners.org



Then Practice with a Bowl



Reasons to try segmented turning?

Â Create interesting and complex color patterns 

using natural color woods

Â More affordable use of exotics

Â No hollowing

Â Forms that are not easy to accomplish from 

single piece of wood

Â No end grain tear-out



Reasons you might avoid Segmenting?

Â Projects are not a Saturday afternoon job.

ÂCanôt use found wood (Easily)

Â Lots of time away from the lathe

Â Requires a little bit of math and planning

Â You might need a few more tools (But is that 
really a problem!)

ÂDisk Sander

ÂChop Saw

Â Table Saw



Design Considerations

Form

Color

Grain Alignment

Feature Ring design



Start with a good plan



Wood Color
Lots of Options - here are Just a few possibilities

Wood Color Characteristic

White Maple Off White Nice color but not as bright as Holly- Grain 

visible. More cost effective

Holly Pure White In demand by segmenters, No grain, Harder to 

find

Padauk Bright Red BEWARE - Very attractive when freshly cut 

but darkens to a deep red then brown in 

months when exposed to light

Bloodwood Deep Red Maintains color much better then Padauk

Wenge Very Dark Brown Excellent for deep Brown Color

Yellowheart Yellow Good color stability

Purpleheart Bright purple Turns to a deep color

Walnut Brown Lower cost

Gabon Ebony Black Beautiful wood if you can afford it.



Nice Design é.. But!



Stress Lines



This is what could Happen

From Curt Theobald website 



Designs donôt need to be complex to 

be elegant

Photos from Segmented woodturnerôs website

http://segmentedwoodturners.org/forum/photopost/showphoto.php?photo=209&size=big&cat=


The Process

An overview



Make sure all tools are at 90.0


